Stock Market Game™ Lesson


Topic: Understanding Stock Listings

Mathematics Objectives

The student will be able to:

· Collect, organize, display, analyze, or interpret data to make decisions or predictions  4.0

· Demonstrate the processes of mathematics by making connections and applying reasoning to solve and communicate their findings  7.0
· Identify mathematical concepts in relationship to other mathematical concepts  7.D.1.a

· Identify mathematical concepts in relationship to life  7.D.1.c
Reading Objectives

The student will be able to:

· Acquire new vocabulary through listening to, independently reading, and discussing a variety of informational texts  1.D.1.a
· Use context to determine the meaning of words  1.D.3.a

· Set a purpose for reading the text  1.E.2.b

· Make connections to the text from prior knowledge and experiences  1.E.2.d

· Make, confirm, or adjust predictions  1.E.3.e

· Identify and explain what is directly stated in the text  1.E.4.b

· Use print features  2.A.2.a

· Use graphic aids  2.A.2.b

· State and support main ideas and messages  2.A.4.c

· Identify and explain relationships between and among ideas   2.A.4.f

When to do the lesson relative to the Stock Market Game:

Prior to the beginning of the game
Learning Resource Center Lessons That Support the Topic
Learning from the Market: Lesson 9

· Go to www.stockmarketgame.org.
· Click on the Learning Resource Center (found on the upper dark blue tabs).
· Click on Curriculum Materials.
· Scroll down and click on The Stock Market Game Guide.
· Scroll down and click on Understanding Stock Tables and print copies of the activity sheets.
· Teach the lesson as it is presented on the website.
Vocabulary for Lesson

AMEX


bear market

bull market
common stock
close


dividends

NASDAQ
NYSE

preferred stock
percentage yield
price

P/E (Price Earnings Ratio)
stock market

stock split

volume

Dow Jones Industrial Average

Teacher Background

Teachers should be comfortable reading the stock listings in the newspaper, and have a basic understanding of the similarities and differences among the three major U.S. markets (NASDAQ, AMEX, NYSE).  The teacher should know the difference between a bear and bull market and have an understanding of the vocabulary terms used and defined within the lesson (see “Vocabulary for Lesson” listed on this plan.)
Assessment

Some investors believe the percentage difference between the 52-week “High” and “Low” prices of a stock are an indicator of volatility, and greater volatility indicates greater risk for an investor.  Ask students to calculate percentage difference between the 52-week “High” and “Low” prices for various stocks.  Allow them to use their calculations to rank the stocks according to the risk suggested by this rule of thumb.
Additional Resources within the Stock Market Game™ Website

Beyond the Market: Notes on Quotes  (Download lesson for use with your students.)
· Go to www.stockmarketgame.org.
· Click on the Learning Resource Center (found on the upper dark blue tabs).
· Click on Curriculum Materials.
· Scroll down and click on Beyond the Market, Into the Classroom.
· Scroll down and click on Notes on Quotes and print the lesson for use with the students.
Teacher Guide: Reading Stock Data (Contains background material for teachers.)
· Go to www.stockmarketgame.org.
· Click on Teacher Guide found on the opening page of the Teacher Support Center under “Get Started”.
· Scroll down and click on 5. Reading Stock Data.
· Scroll down, click on, and print the two articles Reading the Newspaper and Interpreting Stock Data Found on the Internet for your use.
Learning from the Market: Lesson #7 How to Read the Stock Tables
· Go to www.stockmarketgame.org.
· Click on the Learning Resource Center (found on the upper dark blue tabs).
· Click on Curriculum Materials.
· Scroll down and click on Learning from the Market.
· Scroll down and click on the lesson How to Read Stock Tables and print the lesson for use with the students.
· Teach the lesson as it is presented on the website.
Additional Text Resources 

Learning, Earning and Investing (Middle School/High School)  

Available through the Maryland Council on Economic Education (MCEE) @ $19.95.  To order call the MCEE at 410-704-2137 or 877-383-3920.
· Lesson #5 Reading the Financial Pages: In Print and Online
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The mathematics and reading objectives identified for this lesson are objectives taken from Maryland’s Voluntary State Curriculum (VSC).  Unless otherwise indicated, they are middle school objectives.  Elementary and high school teachers will need to adjust them based on the proficiency levels of their students and local curricular specifications.


